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1. Introduction.  This procedural instruction provides detailed information on a product
Weather Forecast Offices (WFO) issue concerning ongoing or imminent marine weather hazards. 
MWSs also provide the public with follow-up information or to cancel all or part of a Special
Marine Warning (SMW).         

2. Marine Weather Statement (product category MWS).

2.1 Mission Connection.  Marine Weather Statements provide the public with detailed
marine weather information describing non-severe, but potentially hazardous conditions; and to
provide information for a variety of conditions not covered by warnings or routine forecasts.  

2.2 Issuance Guidelines.  

2.2.1 Creation Software.  WFOs should use Watch/Warning/Advisory software (WWA) or
other text editors to issue Marine Weather Statements.

2.2.2 Issuance Criteria.  WFOs will issue a Marine Weather Statement to provide notice a
Special Marine Warning has expired, to cancel all or portions of a warning, or to provide updates
to the warning.  

WFOs should issue Marine Weather Statements to discuss ongoing hazards affecting, or
expected to affect, the marine community.  Each NWS office having Great Lakes or coastal
waters forecast responsibility (Reference NWSI 10-302) will issue MWSs as necessary.  Do not
issue MWSs for the offshore or high seas areas.  

Rip Current information.  If a WFO does not issue the Surf Zone Forecast (SRF) product
(Reference NWSI 10-310) to inform customers of conditions conducive to Rip Currents, the
WFO should disseminate such information in the MWS. 

Non-Severe Short-term Events.  Forecasters may issue MWSs to describe short duration,
non-severe, but potentially hazardous conditions, in which sustained winds or frequent gusts to 
33 knots are expected for 2 hours or less. 

Non-Severe Long-term Events.  Forecasters may issue MWSs to provide details on
significant conditions prevailing for longer than 2 hours that affect marine operations.  For
example:  low-water levels, dense fog, high surf conditions, hazardous materials spills, trends for
increasing and/or decreasing winds, volcanic ash, or to advise for the potential development of
warning conditions.

Forecasters may issue MWSs during coastal or lakeshore flood events to provide information
specifically relating to mariners.  WFOs may also issue MWSs to alert mariners of very
significant weather features expected in the 3 to 5 day forecast period. 
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Ice Changes.  WFOs should issue MWSs informing mariners of non-forecast weather events
likely to impact the formation or destruction of ice.

2.2.3 Issuance Time.  Marine Weather Statements are non-scheduled, event-driven products. 
WFOs should issue Marine Weather Statements at least every 1 to 3 hours when marine weather
conditions consistent with the issuance criteria are present or forecast.  

For non-severe long-term events (e.g., low-water levels, dense fog, high surf conditions,
hazardous materials spills, trends for increasing and/or decreasing winds, volcanic ash, or to
advise for the potential development of warning conditions), WFOs may issue the MWS on a
less frequent basis, based on Regional/Local office policy.

2.2.4 Valid Time.  Marine Weather Statements are valid from the time of issuance until the
expiration time.

2.2.5 Product Expiration Time.  The product expiration time is not more than 15 minutes after
the warning or expiration time of the SMW; and not more than 12 hours after the time of
issuance for other events described in the issuance criteria section. 

2.3 Technical Description.  Marine Weather Statements will follow the format and content
described in this section.

2.3.1 Mass News Disseminator Broadcast Line.  None.

2.3.2 Mass News Disseminator Header.  The Marine Weather Statement MND Header is
“MARINE WEATHER STATEMENT”.

2.3.3 Content.  WFOs will issue MWSs to cancel all or portions of a Special Marine Warning. 
WFOs should issue MWSs for ongoing or imminent weather conditions less than warning
criteria.  WFOs should issue MWSs to report funnel clouds either forecast by the WFO or
reported to the WFO by external sources.  WFOs should use headlines to highlight important
information related to the issuance of the MWS.  MWSs will use the Marine UGC code, and will
follow the format described in section 2.3.4.

2.3.4 Format.  The format of the MWS can be seen in Figure 1.  This product is available in 
industry standard encoding and languages, and may include, but not limited to, American
Standard Code for Information Interchange, Extensible Markup Language, Wireless Markup
Language and HyperText Markup Language.
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(WMO HEADER)(ISSUANCE DATE TIME)
(AWIPS ID)
(AREAL UGC CODE[S])-(EXPIRATION TIME)-

MARINE WEATHER STATEMENT
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE (CITY)(STATE)
(VALID TIME) AM/PM (LOCAL TIME ZONE) (DAY) (DATE)

...HEADLINE (If Needed)...

NARRATIVE TEXT

$$

FORECASTER NAME (Optional)

Figure 1.  Marine Weather Statement (MWS) Format

2.4 Updates, Amendments and Corrections.  MWSs should be updated as needed.  WFOs
will correct MWSs for format and grammatical errors. 
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APPENDIX A - Examples of Marine Weather Statements

FZUS74 KHGX 080755
MWSHOU
GMZ335-080815-

MARINE WEATHER STATEMENT
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE HOUSTON/GALVESTON TX
255 AM CDT TUE APR 8 2003

...SPECIAL MARINE WARNING FOR GALVESTON BAY CANCELLED...

AT 254 AM...DOPPLER RADAR INDICATED THE STRONG THUNDERSTORM OVER
GALVESTON BAY HAD WEAKENED AND IS LIKELY NO LONGER PRODUCING
STRONG WINDS. THEREFORE...THE SPECIAL MARINE WARNING THAT WAS IN
EFFECT UNTIL 315 AM CDT HAS BEEN CANCELLED.

$$

FZUS72 KEYW 302008
MWSEYW
GMZ031>033-052>054-072>075-302100-

MARINE WEATHER STATEMENT
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE KEY WEST FL
308 PM EST SUN MAR 30 2003

AT 300 PM...A FRONTAL BOUNDARY WAS LOCATED FROM 20 NM WEST OF
EAST CAPE SABLE...EXTENDING SOUTHWEST OVER CUDJOE KEY...AND
STRETCHING TO 30 NM SOUTH OF LOOE KEY LIGHT. THIS BOUNDARY WILL
MOVE EAST AT 25 KNOTS.

AS THE FRONT PASSES...WINDS WILL INCREASE TO 25 KNOTS...AND SHIFT
FROM SOUTHWEST TO NORTHWEST. MODERATE TO HEAVY SHOWERS WITH
EMBEDDED THUNDERSTORMS WILL ACCOMPANY THE FRONT. THE GREATEST
CHANCE FOR THUNDERSTORMS WILL BE 10 TO 20 NM SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST
OF EAST CAPE SABLE. VISIBILITIES WILL BE REDUCED TO BELOW 1 NM IN THE
HEAVIEST SHOWERS.

SEAS ARE EXPECTED TO BE ROUGH...DEVELOPING TO 5 TO 9 FT IN THE
OFFSHORE WATERS. BY LATE TONIGHT...OFFSHORE SEAS WILL FURTHER
DEVELOP TO 10 TO 12 FEET...WITH HIGHER SEAS IN THE GULF WATERS NEAR DRY
TORTUGAS.
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MARINERS SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE ALERT FOR RAPIDLY WORSENING
CONDITIONS.

STAY TUNED TO NOAA WEATHER RADIO FOR FURTHER UPDATES.

$$

SKD

FZUS76 KLOX 281548
MWSLOX
CAZ087-282130-

MARINE WEATHER STATEMENT
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE LOS ANGELES/OXNARD CA
740 AM PST FRI MAR 28 2003

...STRONG NORTHEAST WINDS AND WAVES EXPECTED AT AVALON HARBOR
   TODAY THROUGH SATURDAY...
     
STRONG EAST TO NORTHEAST WINDS 20 TO 30 KNOTS WITH LOCALLY HIGHER
GUSTS ARE EXPECTED OVER CATALINA ISLAND TODAY. THESE WINDS WILL BE
ACCOMPANIED BY NORTHEAST WIND WAVES FROM 3 TO 5 FEET. WINDS AND
WAVES COULD IMPACT HARBOR OPERATIONS AT AVALON LATER THIS
MORNING AND INTO EARLY AFTERNOON. WINDS AND WAVES ARE EXPECTED TO
REDEVELOP AGAIN ON SATURDAY.

IN ADDITION...SMALL CRAFT ADVISORIES HAVE BEEN ISSUED FOR THE WATERS
SURROUNDING CATALINA ISLAND THROUGH THIS AFTERNOON. 

$$
DELTA

FZUS73 KDTX 122300
MWSDTX
LHZ421-422-150000-

LOW WATER STATEMENT
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE DETROIT/PONTIAC MI
700 PM EDT SAT APR 12 2003

ACCORDING TO THE DETROIT DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS...THE WEEKLY 
AVERAGE WATER LEVEL FOR LAKE HURON IS EXPECTED TO BE 8 INCHES BELOW 
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CHART DATUM.

THE WATER LEVEL FORECAST DOES NOT TAKE WIND INTO ACCOUNT. DURING A 
STRONG SOUTHWEST WIND...THE WATER LEVEL ON SAGINAW BAY WILL DROP 
WELL BELOW THE RECENT AVERAGE...AND COULD BECOME TOO LOW FOR SAFE 
NAVIGATION FOR LARGER BOATING AND SHIPPING INTERESTS.

DURING PERIODS OF LOW WATER LEVELS ON THE GREAT LAKES...THIS 
STATEMENT WILL BE UPDATED WEEKLY AS WATER LEVEL UPDATES FROM THE 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS BECOME AVAILABLE.

$$

LENZ


